THE    DUKE    OF    WINDSOR
reign with natural love for Germany, which was fostered by
her family ties and her love for her husband. In the closing
years of her life this devotion to the Germans soured: she
caine to dislike the aims of Bismarck and then of her strident
grandson. One of her ladies wrote of a day when she "pitched
into" her daughter, the Empress Frederick, for being too
Prussian in her notions. But Queen Victoria enjoyed her experi-
ments in foreign diplomacy, and she liked her prestige as
matriarch of all the Courts of Europe. King Edward VII had
brought a change into European friendships. He closed his
heart against Germany from the time of the Schleswig-Holstein
invasion, when his wife's homeland was menaced by Prussia.
Some years later, when the Emperor William II left Sand-
ringham after a visit, King Edward turned to his guests upon
the doorstep and said: "Thank God he has gone." He disliked
his nephew and the Prussian spirit which he exalted. His gay
nature as well as his prejudices caused King Edward to give
his heart to the French, as opposed to the ernstes Deutsches
Gefuhl of his father.
None of these European affections disturbed King George
and he came to the throne with no compelling interests beyond
those of Britain and the Empire. He was ill at ease with the
"foreign" outlook, and this limitation became his strength. He
lived and thought within his kingdom, and he was not harassed
by ambitions among other nations. He set a new standard of
behaviour for himself and his people and he pursued it, with
his grandfather's single-minded determination, from the be-
ginning to the end. The King favoured respectability and he
was embarrassed by the rich indulgence of Edwardian society.
He was intolerant of mischievous gossip, which had been the
delight of social life in the twenty years preceding his reign*
He kept early hours and he was abstemious. King George was
a good man, and his religion lay in his conscience. Glimpses at
this inner power which guided him were rare, but he once
revealed his simplicity of faith when he said to one of his
cousins: "I become very unhappy about the young people in
the country. I feel that they do not say their prayers." Such
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